Open Mic Night with Guests Josh Hutchinson and Sarah Jack
[00:00:00] 
Josh Hutchinson: Every episode, we bring you a guest. Today we have two, and you're gonna be so glad that we got them, because you know them. You know them very well, in fact. Let me just stop teasing you and bring the first one in. This is The Thing About Witch Hunts, where for nearly 200 episodes, we have followed witchcraft accusations across four centuries and around the world and the real people caught inside them, from the frenzied courtrooms of 1692 to the headlines of this morning. My guest today needs no introduction, though I'm going to give her one anyway. This is co-founder, executive director, descendant of the accused, Sarah Jack.
Sarah Jack: Thank you, Josh. It's good to be here. And I get a guest of my own today, so let me bring him on. Founder, producer, and the steady hand behind every episode we have ever heard, Josh Hutchinson.
Josh Hutchinson: So honored to be [00:01:00] here. Looking forward to having a nice talk today.
Sarah Jack: Here's the part I'm looking forward to. So much of this work comes down to asking the right questions. So today we'veturned that instinct to each other.
Josh Hutchinson: Let's get into it. Where should we start, Sarah? 
Sarah Jack: Josh, if you were forced to make the infamous Salem witch cake made with rye flour and urine from afflicted teenagers or young girls, how would you rate it on a scale of one to 10 for worst historical recipes?
Josh Hutchinson: Wow. I'm sure there have been some very poisonous recipes baked before that I would say might be a worse thing to eat,but this witch cake baked with rye meal and the urine of afflicted girls, I wouldn't have even fed it to the dog. That poor dog. I fee- feel so bad about the dog. So on a scale of one to 10, and 10 is the worst, [00:02:00] I'd probably put it at a, you know, a solid eight. There might be things with, you know, somebody has shredded glass and put that in your food, or they put poison in there. Those are, like, the only things I can see that are worse than having to go basically Bear Grylls and drink somebody's urine ba- through, through eating a cake.
Josh Hutchinson: Yeah.
Sarah Jack: Let's discuss magical appliances. Maya Rook pointed out that Sabrina the Teenage Witch modernized flying by using vacuum cleaners instead of brooms, something we've also seen with Hocus Pocus and Hocus Pocus 2. In Hocus Pocus 2, they actually used, like, Roombas or robot vacs as, uh, broomies. What modern household appliance would you choose to fly on? Oh my [00:03:00] gosh. I don't know. I've always just wanted to be a f- you know, like Superwoman. I don't want something... I don't need a tool to fly, I just wanna fly. But, I guess if I had something, maybe, maybe it's a to-go coffee cup. so it's not gonna spill. I can somehow drink it while it flies me to my destination. So I'll just go with I, I'll have my coffee with me. So it's the... That's not an appliance, is it? There I am. 
Josh Hutchinson: a coffee 
Sarah Jack: breaking rules. I guess I could sit on the coffee pot, pour myself some coffee, brew the coffee, so,
Josh Hutchinson: Brew the coffee. 
Sarah Jack: pot 
Josh Hutchinson: yeah, whole cycle of brewing and drinking, and you run out, you just make some more. That's perfect. Way better than being on a noisy vacuum.
Sarah Jack: Ja.
Josh Hutchinson: Josh, which accused person do you find yourself thinking about when you're not working on the shows? Is there a moment [00:04:00] you're not working on the shows, by the way?
Josh Hutchinson: This doesn't happen, but if I had a moment to think about an accused witch, it would probably be Samuel Wardwell, because I think about him a lot because he confessed to witchcraft and was hanged anyways. He did some fortune-telling according to reports, so there's kind of a fascinating backstory with him. And were his predictions a- always accurate? Of course not. So sometimes he stepped on somebody's toes or offended the wrong person and got himself into a bit of hot water, you should say. And, well, unfortunately, he was hanged in the end. 
Josh Hutchinson: But I think about him, because people always say that confessing saved your life, and he knew that that wasn't true when he made his decision. He was actually going to be convicted, as other [00:05:00] confessors were in September of 1692. He was gonna be convicted anyways, and, eventually they would have come around to executing the people who had confessed. I wanna ask you the same thing. I think I might know who your answer is, but I wanna just see if it's true.
Josh Hutchinson: Well, I think there's two. So the one that I honestly think of the most is probably not the one that you're guessing, 'cause I do talk about this other one the most. So I'll just, I'll just be out with it. While I do talk about Abigail Hobbs quite a bit, 'cause she's my favorite, the one that I find myself thinking about is Katherine Harrison. I'm fascinated because of her survival. I think the tales about her are interesting. I really would've loved to have heard her call her bees and cattle and, [00:06:00] you know, the accusations of her being too good of a beekeeper and too great of a rancher, and then some of her own claims. So I think about her often because she w- she wasn't married when it was happening, and, it's like kind of opposite of my ancestors, those women, who went to trial, the ones who hanged, the ones that were acquitted. They, they were married. Although Mary Hale, I do think of her a lot, my grandmother Mary Hale from Boston, because her story is really good, too. It's a sailor's story. There's poison involved. But it... I think Katherine HarrisonI think of her.Yeah, she's a good one to think about because, A, she made, like, legal precedent, her trial did, when she got her, her verdict thrown out for the use of spectral evidence and other questionable evidences to convict her. Her ruling was overturned. So that's fascinating to learn [00:07:00] about. But it's also fun to learn about her, how she called her cattle. "Hockanum, Hockanum, come Hockanum." That's just so fun
Sarah Jack: It is fun. And then we got to see the petition that her community submitted against her. It was like 80 signatures. They wanted her in jail. They didn't want her out. getting to see that document It, you know, it hasn't left me. 
Josh Hutchinson: Yeah. We saw that document in person. It's so different. The petitions we usually talk about are on behalf of, in defense of the people who are accused, and they're signed by a lot of neighbors and attest to the person's good character and behavior and state how they've never suspected them of witchcraft in 40 years of being neighbors or however many. So this one's totally the opposite, 80 people saying, "Keep her in jail. Don't let her out." [00:08:00] I mean, "Put her back in." And then she gets chased out of the next town that she moves to. Like, she has to move away from Connecticut, and she goes to New York, and her son-in-law's father doesn't want her in the town.
Sarah Jack: Yeah. I also, and maybe it's because of her, I think about the banishments a lot. That is something we know still happens. But so many cases right now I'm reading about cases in Exeter, we're gonna be talking to an author, and they were banishing women, you know, in the 16th century for witchcraft, and I think more than we realize. Some left because their cases ruined their lives. Others were forced to leave.
Josh Hutchinson: Yeah, sometimes it was the compromise position or t- or you might describe it that way. It was, instead of executing this person, [00:09:00] we're gonna spare you and just send you away. You go away, everybody in the town is happy that you're gone. You never, you are never gonna come back. You never get to come back to your home, but you keep your life. So it's kind of a devil's bargain, if you will
Sarah Jack: Absolutely. And we have three shows that we talk about these stories on,with each other, with authors, with historians. I have a question for you. If you were gonna describe the differences between our podcasts to someone who hasn't listened yet, what would you tell them?
Josh Hutchinson: The first, the visible difference that you'll see is the length of the episodes. So we run our Salem Witch Trials Daily. We keep our episodes between about 5 and 10 minutes so that people can keep up with them on a daily basis without it being too much of [00:10:00] an ask. And then we have our 15-minute episodes on The Thing About the Salem Witch Trials, and we feel like that's a good length to introduce somebody to those trials and keep everybody coming back every week with everybody's busy schedules. But then we have our more thorough episodes, I would say, on The Thing About Witch Hunts. We go in depth with experts in episodes that last about 40 to 45 minutes. So I think it's a good mixture of the types of episodes and the length of episode to have something for everybody.
Josh Hutchinson: I want to talk about being podcasters, having specifically the podcasts that we do with the message that we have and the topic being witch trials. When people find out that we have a witch [00:11:00] trial podcast, what question do we get asked the most?
Sarah Jack: Well,the fun part of this is, and maybe you find this too, is I usually am witchcraft-splained to, and maybe that's the whole conversation. I often have to wait for my turn, even though I'm, like, sharing what I do and what my topic is. 
Sarah Jack: It is something that people are always interested in talking about, and I, I love how people go to what they know right away. And I'm often shocked at what they, they think the crux of witch hunting is. But it always gives me a place to start when I talk with them. and you know, if I'm getting an opportunity to chat with people like that before a presentation, obviously that'll influence how I present it, too. And it, I think it's a good reminder where people are with understanding witch hunts, where I was once, and why we have done [00:12:00] everything that we've done, why this topic deserves to have all this conversation around it. 
Josh Hutchinson: It's usually not a, a question that they're presenting to me, but more of a follow-up question like, "Oh, which countries is this still happening in?" 
Sarah Jack: I think when it comes to Salem, there is really this question of how innocent. Like, were they all innocent, and was witchcraft involved? And yeah, that's what I think. I think people really try to understand what was this witchcraft? Is it what we're afraid of now as witchcraft?
Josh Hutchinson: I hear a lot of the same reactions. It's when we're talking about historic witch trials, it's that question of were they actually witches or were some of them anyways practicing some form of witchcraft? Get that question, and then when we're talking about what's [00:13:00] happening today with witchcraft accusations that are going on around the world in at least 60 countries and affecting thousands of people every year, when we talk about those, people are so surprised to hear that that's still going on, that we get a lot of questions that are just expressing their shock and dismay, I would say. People are discomforted by the thought that this still goes on today.
Sarah Jack: How has hosting this podcast changed the way you research? 'Cause you spent decades researching prior to the podcast. Has it affected how you research orargue about information, or just even how you look at this type of material?
Josh Hutchinson: I've definitely become more efficient, I would say, at research, because I'm doing it every single day for episodes, especially now that we're [00:14:00] doing the daily podcast. We're in there reading the records from the Salem Witch Trials every day. 
Josh Hutchinson: Going to the primary sources is another way that it's changed me, is to not take secondary sources' word for it necessarily, especially on issues where secondary sources don't agree with each other. And you see that come up in whatever the subject is. No two sources are gonna agree 100% with each other, because some things are open to interpretation from documents and things that we have of the past. 
Josh Hutchinson: So I've learned it's good just to start with the secondary sources, but drill down into where did they get their information. I like, we did an interview, it was a two-part episode with Margo Burns called "How Do We Know What We Know?" [00:15:00] And that was about the primary sources and using those, because that's the best way to know that something likely happened, is that it was written down at the time.
Josh Hutchinson: The projects we've been involved in and the podcasts have received coverage in international press. You've been featured in The New York Times, you've been on NPR, you've been on BBC Radio 2 with me. We've been on Radio New Zealand. So many outfits nationally, internationally have wanted to cover what we've been doing with witchcraft exonerations and just what we talk about on our shows. So how do you make sense of the scale that we have reached without losing the intimacy of why we began?
Sarah Jack: What we began was for the world, and we knew, like, [00:16:00] we had sights on reaching anybody who needed to hear. And your idea of starting a podcast, which was inspired by all the podcasts that you listen to, and you can talk about that in reply to this if you want. But specifically, we saw that the Witches of Scotland were telling the world about their accused witches, and, so we knew we could do that.
Sarah Jack: So I think the intimacy part comes where we have time, somehow, to reply to the emails and the comments often. And the comments and questions that we get, we don't get bombarded with them, but when we hear from a volunteer or a listener or a teacher or medical worker or anybody, it's always meaningful, and it, it propels our own, not just, it's not just a, "Oh, see, this really matters," but it shows us that we're giving something for people to bite onto, and [00:17:00] that is always the intention. That's why we did this. 
Sarah Jack: The need for Alice Young exoneration was so significant that here we are today, at least 400 recordings across our catalog about witch hunts, and it really started because nobody knew about her.
Sarah Jack: I hope that more big networks wanna talk about it and hear about what's happening, because that's an audience that we can't necessarily reach. And, but the podcasting, that's, an episode is something that you, the listener, can share with anybody. You can share it with one friend, or you can share it to your 500 followers or your 5,000 followers. And so that also goes hand-in-hand with the global reach. It is still person-by-person and word of mouth, even if, you know, and I think that's what's so amazing about podcasting.
Josh Hutchinson: Yeah, I think it all [00:18:00] started with Alice Young, and she was the first person in what's now the United States to be hanged for witchcraft back in 1647. It started with her, it started with the Connecticut Witch Trials and the exoneration, and we refocus ourselves by looking at those cases again. We've reevaluated those in some episodes, and it keeps us in touch with our roots and how we got started.
Josh Hutchinson: But, you know, our focus from the beginning has been telling the stories of the people who have had these tragedies happen to them and who have been the victims who are, have survived attacks. It's so important just to tell their stories, and so every episode, I think, you know, how are we telling somebody's story in this episode? How are we giving them a voice that [00:19:00] they don't have because they're gone now? How is that happening? That's what I think about to keep grounded.
Sarah Jack: How do you think your shows compare to other history and true crime podcasts? You can speak specifically, you know, to the Salem topic or any of them, but what are we offering that those aren't?
Josh Hutchinson: Yeah. One thing that we're offering is, well, we have the most extensive catalog of episodes about witch trials of any podcast. We've published more on this topic than anyone, and we've had such phenomenal interviews with expert guests. Top, top leading experts have come on our show to tell us about witch trials, and we've been so privileged to have that there. We're [00:20:00] so fortunate that so many people have joined us with their knowledge and wisdom and spread that.We've had such phenomenal guests. They teach us deep things in the witch trials. They teach us very profound truths about what the figure of the witch is, you know, what it means to hunt witches.
Josh Hutchinson: So we've learned just so, so much in these episodes that I think you can't get that with another show. Most shows that have talked about the Salem witch trials, in particular, either have done one episode or they've done a limited series of episodes. So we're talking about Salem every day. There's, I've never seen a daily witch trials podcast or a daily Salem witch trials podcast that has [00:21:00] produced, so far we've done 151 episodes of the daily podcast, and that's more dailies than anybody I've seen.
Sarah Jack: I also am with you in the feeling privileged to have spoken with the experts, the authors, the artists, taking the time to talk about their, their work or their, you know, significant contribution to the topic. And I'm so, I'm so happy that the way we've done the conversations has allowed them to speak what they want to have the listeners hear. I, when our episodes air, our listeners are hearing a person speak. We've let them represent their, their hard work, and I think that's valuable.
Josh Hutchinson: And I think, [00:22:00] you know, most meaningful interviews we've done have been with the advocates who are working to stop witch hunting today. And when we had the panel from Ghana on, and one of the survivors of a witchcraft accusation actually spoke on the show, Maimunat Muhammad spoke with us about her own experience of her, of she herself being accused, her mother being accused and called witches, and having to live with that, the ramifications of that. That was just so powerful. That's gonna stay with me forever. 
Sarah Jack: I do think about Leo Igwe every day. 
Sarah Jack: So Leo was one of the first, Damon's was really important. that's a really, that was an, a very impactful engagement that we had. But with Leo, as [00:23:00] we all know, these attacks are happening every day, and maybe he doesn't have a new case every day, but he often has a new case every week. And we're talking about protecting the family, protecting the victim if they're a survivor, and navigating the legal side of things and the future for these families. Plus, he's out speaking and raising money, and it's, you know, what we get to do is in a studio, and he is out there on the ground, beating the ground with his feet
Josh Hutchinson: Yeah. It's so remarkable what he does and so brave. He has to be brave to go into those situations. And we see that there's people around the world that are like Leo going out there into communities [00:24:00] to try and physically put a stop to these witchcraft persecutions, as well as intervening, talking to governments, those kinds of things to make change that lasts happen. And it's just been such, so amazing to watch them and to be able to talk to them is such a privilege.
Josh Hutchinson: So we've learned there are a lot of different names for the devil, and there's things, of course, Satan, you know, the enemy, those kinds of names, but there's some fun ones too. Which historical nickname for the devil makes you laugh the most? 
Sarah Jack: I have to say that, you know, reading Abigail Hobbs' description and experiences of her following Satan, it, I hate to, [00:25:00] to say I'm laughing at any of it because she was a accused and she confessed. But her stories are so fun, and even she called him Old Cratten. I'm like, "What is that?" I remember looking that up. Who else is calling him that? I can't find it. Like, did she make it up herself? Was that her pet name for him? Maybe it was a normal one. The Salem Witch Trials, uh, really take their time describing him in different ways that are shocking. 
Sarah Jack: But I, I also, one of the rewards of continuing to read and research and look at other witch hunts outside of Salem is finding new names for him. And the book, The Blood Countess by Shelley Puhak, I'm just reading along, reading this atrocious story, these, members of Elizabeth Bathory's household getting dragged in to this examination, and they're being forced to confess. [00:26:00] And this story comes out about how they were doing these charms, and they want cats to come eat the heart of the emperor. And the name of the devil that comes out in that story is the Mighty... Lord of Cats. So right now, my favorite name for Satan is the Mighty Lord of Cats.
Josh Hutchinson: Right now.
Sarah Jack: Right now. It's gonna change, 'cause there's more. It's endless.
Josh Hutchinson: There are so many. Every different society has their own names for it. Of course, their own word in their language, but also fun nicknames come from everywhere for Old, Old Nick, Old Horny, Old Clooty. You can even see some of these on maps geographically. People name landmarks after the devil.
Sarah Jack: Here's the little fun one before we jump back into the serious. I was thinking about, when we [00:27:00] were at the event in Connecticut for Goody Bassett when the mayor read a resolution acknowledging her innocence. The vendor there was Goody Bassett's Ice Cream. So, if you could create an ice cream flavor for Mary Esty, what would it be?
Josh Hutchinson: For Mary Esty, what's, like, innocent? Vanilla? You know, I might do vanilla, but she, also, she pushed back on what was happening a little bit, so something edgy like a black cherry or something like that. Maybe she's a cherry vanilla ice cream.
Sarah Jack: That's good. I'll have a scoop of that.
Josh Hutchinson: Yeah. Well, what would your, uh, concoction, how would you make an ice cream for Rebecca [00:28:00] Nurse?
Sarah Jack: Or do you want to do one for Abigail Hobbs?
Sarah Jack: I, I guess it'd have a shot, it'd have... Well, she's too young, but I was gonna say she'd have a shot of, 
Sarah Jack: Fireball, but it, it would obviously be non-alcoholic, but hers would 
Josh Hutchinson: she drank back then.
Sarah Jack: Oh, that's true.
Josh Hutchinson: She had alcohol. 
Sarah Jack: So yeah, she gets, she gets, she gets some Fireball in there 'cause she was a fireball. But yeah, I, yeah, with Rebecca, you know, I guess it might be one of those herby flavors from her garden, 'cause she loved her herb garden. She had it, and the pigs, the pigs messed it up and made her real mad. So let's give her something, savory in her ice cream from her herb garden.
Josh Hutchinson: Not Pig Tracks ice cream go along with the, like the Moose Tracks.
Sarah Jack: Yeah. And we can give all the bad men that were accusing women of attacking them in the woods, like, the Black Dog ice cream, and that'll have black licorice in it [00:29:00] and walnuts.
Josh Hutchinson: Oh, that actually sounds really good to me though. I'm one of those weirdos who likes the black licorice.
Sarah Jack: Yeah. No, I don't think you're a weirdo. I've got family members. My mother loves it. And so yeah, ice cream shops out there, you can make a witchy flavor called black dog, and put black licorice in it.
Josh Hutchinson: Yes.
Sarah Jack: Of course, the one for the magistrates is gonna be the beer. They were just having lots of beer at Ingersoll's and sending the bill in. So I guess that's a beer flavor for them. Sarah, I have a new question for you. I want to know, because you're a descendant of accused women from Connecticut and Massachusetts, from different generations. You're descended from Mary Hale in Boston, Winifred Benham over in Connecticut, and [00:30:00] of course, Rebecca Nurse and Mary Esty in Salem. How has your emotional connection to your grandmothers evolved over the years telling these stories every week? Well, I definitely feel like I'm a voice for them. I just, I do think I'm representing all of them. They had very individualized, horrible experiences. It's a lot to keep track of and to sort through. And, I actually talk about their hangings and their, their court appearances often just randomly, like if I'm watching something that has injustice on it, I always think about them. How does this relate to them? 
Sarah Jack: Or I was watching Pirates of the Caribbean with, some teens that I have, and when Jack Sparrow's up there getting ready to get hanged, and we know he's gonna get rescued, I couldn't help but think about, you know, no one's gonna throw a sword quickly and neatly un- under the footing so that they could step on it. I, I couldn't help but think about Mary [00:31:00] and Rebecca falling, with the noose around their neck. 
Sarah Jack: So I guess it was an emotional question, but I still get fired up. I still feel sad. I have all the emotions regularly, but I think having their stories out there, getting to talk about it myself, other descendants are always talking. It's not just you and me. There are descendants who find the connection in their tree, and th- they make emotional posts online. And when I see those, I, identify with what they're saying. 
Sarah Jack: A lot of people come in with misconceptions about the history or the women or what it means for their identity. I understand that part of the journey, too, because at one point, I didn't really know much. I've always had that strong belief that they were innocent, even when I didn't understand why. Why were they innocent? I knew they weren't. so... And I know [00:32:00] that many, many, many people have suffered in the way that they have, and also other terrible, suffering in the United States, in colonial America happened. So I try to keep that in perspective, too, that there's lots of suffering that we should be looking at and understanding better.
Josh Hutchinson: Right. And I also have ancestors who made accusations and ancestors who were on the juries, and I don't, you know, not to excuse what they did, because they made wrong choices, but I feel like I understand them better since we've been talking about their stories, as well. And it's so important to talk about, of course, who, who was accused and who, you know, fell victim to these trials. That's really important. 
Josh Hutchinson: But I wanna understand the mindset actually of the people who made the [00:33:00] accusations, because I feel like that's really important for us to understand, because we do make the same kinds of choices in our lives that, you know, they unfortunately made in theirs. So I feel like I just understand all of my ancestors a lot better.
Josh Hutchinson: The, those who were accused, like Mary Esty, we've been through her story a number of times, and every time we go through it, it's, it just hits me in the same kind of feels. You know, her, she gets released from jail. She must have been so relieved, her family relieved, except that her two sisters were still in jail, so that must have been really complicated emotionally. And then she's in her son's house and the marshal of the county comes to get her in the dark of [00:34:00] night. Would've been so terrifying. So terrifying.
Sarah Jack: Yeah, that really gets me too, because it wasn't just a matter of, "Oh, we better examine her some more. Maybe she is guilty." They basically were saying that upon her release, she became the worst witch she could and was just relentless and gonna kill. Like, made her out to be a killer. That really infuriates me, and it's so, it's so sad. It's so sad. 
Sarah Jack: And she knew this girl was suffering. And that's the thing with the afflictions. When you look at whether it's the girls or the men or the mothers, there, there was suffering. I mean, even if some were fraudulently carrying on because they wanted to be an accuser, not an accused. I mean, when I say if some were fraudulent, none of it was witchcraft. None of it was caused by witchcraft. But it was a mess. It was, I think you've used the word [00:35:00] pandemonium. It was pandemonium. so it was just unrest, and, they were destroying their own community by going through with these witch hunts and harming themselves. So it's just gross to look at, to step back and look at that. And so her re-arrest is really awful to look at because people were scared and suffering, and she was scared and suffering. She was actually innocent and suffering
Josh Hutchinson: Yeah. The person I, I guess I have to work the hardest to try to understand is Mercy Lewis. That's who's in my family. She's an aunt, and I work the hardest to understand her, because she made so many false accusations of people committing witchcraft against her. But I wonder to what extent did she [00:36:00] believe that she was actually a victim of witchcraft.
Josh Hutchinson: I know she was embellishing stories, probably making some stories up out of whole cloth. Well, definitely making up stories about George Burroughs taking her to the top of the highest mountain and threatening to throw her down on, you know, down below if she doesn't sign the devil's book. That, to me, is wholly made up, and so, you know, I blame her for that.
Josh Hutchinson: She's 19 years old. She's an adult. She can make right decisions. But at the same time, she's been through harrowing experiences. She's been around when family members have been killed in wars. She's lost the vast majority of her extended family. A couple dozen people from her family have been killed in the wars, and she's a refugee in a different place than where [00:37:00] she grew up. So very hard to know which way to go with her, like sympathetic or angry.
Sarah Jack: And do you think, like something that just kind of crossed my mind while you were talking about it, so Mary and the others she's accusing, they're like a tangible, physical thing to blame on what she was experiencing affliction-wise, but they all also believed that the devil was behind this warring and violence and misfortunes and all those things. So it was like Mary and the witch crew were part of the team that was destroying their family before she even had her afflictions.
Josh Hutchinson: Right. And I think, you know, a lot of the, you know, where I reference her embellishing some stories and, you know, there's cases where afflicted people were actually caught committing outright [00:38:00] fraud, pulling pins out of their own clothes and stabbing themselves in the middle of court, and then pretending that a specter had stabbed them. Things like that they're caught doing several times. They're caught in lies several times, but people still believe them and take their word for it because they're so afraid of the devil and his plan that the afflicted people are warning them about. The afflicted people are saying, "The devil's here to tear down the church that this colony was basically founded to host this church, and the devil wants to tear everything down that we've built."
Josh Hutchinson: So it's this intense fear that drives things, and I think that that fear that they were actually being bewitched, which was planted in them by adults, by the way, that fear that [00:39:00] they were actually being bewitched could have caused them to wanna embellish things, make the witches in their minds seem even guiltier than they were so it would be an easier prosecution.
Josh Hutchinson: that's one theory. Or, or they, one of them actually said, "We're, we do it for sport. We must have some sport." So there's that side of it, too. And I think for each afflicted person, it's probably a very different thing, their reasoning behind what they did.
Sarah Jack: Yeah, I have, I'm not related to her, but I have the most trouble accepting Ann Putnam Sr.'s attack on Rebecca Nurse, because, well, as we know, the judges are like, "You're the worst, Rebecca. y- you were, you were supposed to be holy, and look how far you've come. Now you're a devil's witch." I mean, that's not [00:40:00] their exact words, but that's what they tell her. "You're one of the worst ones." 
Sarah Jack: And then you have all the neighbors writing, uh, this petition and signing saying, "She isn't a worst one. She's one of the best one of us." That even was, you know, submitted before the actual trial started. But then this one-to-one confrontation that Ann Sr. says she has with Rebecca's specter is all about how evil Rebecca is, violent with a chain, choking her, demanding, and defy scripture, and she says Rebecca's using scripture to, to talk horrible about God, and, and Ann is just like, "I'm such a good Christian, and I did not bow to this attack, this spiritual attack from Rebecca Nurse."
Sarah Jack: Like, that really is gross to me. I find it heinous, the lengths at what Ann Sr. went [00:41:00] to, to harm Rebecca's reputation.
Josh Hutchinson: Yeah, that's really tough to take. And the, I was just thinking about the coordinated theatrics in the courtroom, Ann Sr. and Ann Jr. being part of that. 'Cause Ann Sr. has fits in the courtroom just like her daughter and the other young people have fits in the courtroom. And some of these fits, though, they tell each other what's going to happen to, to them.
Josh Hutchinson: So one afflicted person will say, "Hey, John Procter is going to go over and afflict Abigail Williams." And then Abigail Williams would be like, "Oh, John Procter is afflicting me." And they just repeat that cycle in, like, examination after examination. We have these, the preliminary hearings with these people in the room, [00:42:00] the pandemonium, chaos, frenzy in the courtroom. It's wild, and I just have a hard time grappling with them coordinating with each other. That makes it seem more like a conspiracy to accuse people falsely, knowingly falsely accuse them. But was it part of their embellishment plan, or, you know, to what extent did they really feel like they were being bewitched in the courtroom?
Josh Hutchinson: I have no idea.
Sarah Jack: And then there's this witch quota they were trying to meet, because the confessions were giving these large numbers. So if, if they were going to stop what was happening, they had to find a slew of witches.
Josh Hutchinson: Right. Tituba says there's nine names in the book. Two of them are Sarah Good and Sarah Osburn, but that leaves these others unnamed to, that have to be found out. [00:43:00] Some of them are in Salem Village and some are in Boston, so that expands the geographic area, like, right off the bat. So they're searching everywhere.
Josh Hutchinson: And if you're truly afraid of witches, every time you hear one of those numbers, yeah, you're motivated to say, "Let's find nine witches. Let's find 40 witches now. Let's find 70 or 300." And it just kept snowballing throughout the time there, as the trials went on. We talked about this the other day in a conversation and, you know, it just starts small and builds and builds and builds through the spring and the summer of 1692.
Sarah Jack: And how do we know that they were innocent? If these afflictions were so apparent, how do we know the accused were innocent?
Josh Hutchinson: We know that everyone accused of witchcraft in the European [00:44:00] witch trials, the American colony witch trials in the early modern period was entirely innocent, because nobody's been able to prove that the devil has made a pact with anyone. We've talked about it before. The devil's book gets mentioned a lot in the Salem witch trials. Nobody came forward with the devil's book to prove, to bring it in as evidence to prove that that actually happened. So, we just know that people weren't making satanic pacts in the past. But we also know that our neighbor cannot cause us to become ill or kill us or kill our livestock or our children with maleficium, which is harmful magic. It just doesn't work for them to be able to say a curse and then something bad happens to you. 
Josh Hutchinson: So misfortune can be explained in many other ways other than looking at [00:45:00] witchcraft, and it's important to understand the ways that biology works, that people have medical issues and so forth that are not witchcraft. They're natural causes, and misfortune can be explained by either natural causes or human causes that ha- have nothing to do with the supernatural. Just a car crash is a car crash. It wasn't the result of a curse.
Josh Hutchinson: On the topic of the Salem Witch Trials, in particular, we're now in June, and so in June 1692, the beginning of June, June 2nd to be exact, is the day of the first trial in the Salem Witch Trials. So we've been in the preliminary phase up to now. Now we're getting right into the courtroom. The legal drama is unfolding in the courtroom. So I just want to [00:46:00] invite you all to come watch or listen to Salem Witch Trials Daily. You can find us in your favorite podcast app or visit youtube.com/@aboutwitchhunts, youtube.com/@aboutwitchhunts, and find all our episodes there. We have a playlist, Salem Witch Trials Daily.
Josh Hutchinson: It's a podcast in YouTube. Listen to it.
Sarah Jack: So we're doing all this producing of material into podcastsfor our listeners, what can our listeners in the community, and descendants, and advocates, legal advocates, health advocates, what can they do to help us sustain our projects and this mission? 
Sarah Jack: We're part of a nonprofit, End Witch Hunts, which is the first US-based nonprofit to advocate [00:47:00] for the end of witch hunting and to raise awareness of witchcraft persecution going on now, as well as to educate about witch trials of the past so that we can learn to stop doing these things to each other. So that's what End Witch Hunts is about.
Josh Hutchinson: If that's a cause you wanna get behind, eliminating witch hunts, then join us. You can volunteer with us. You can do work on our projects. You can get involved firsthand. 
Josh Hutchinson: We also welcome contributions. We're a listener-supported podcast and nonprofit. We get most of our funding through listener support. So please go to endwitchhunts.org/donate. And you can donate through PayPal right to us from your bank account, credit card, anything. 
Josh Hutchinson: You can even do a birthday fundraiser or create a specific fundraiser for [00:48:00] one of the projects that is going with End Witch Hunts. If you are curious about how to do that, reach out to us. Every dollar of support is what helps us maintain growing the podcast and growing the projects that we're doing. And a simple act you can do to support the podcast and the videos that we make is to subscribe wherever you're getting this, YouTube, Spotify, Apple Podcasts, any of those platforms. Subscribe, like the episodes, share the episodes, comment and review. Those all help us.
Sarah Jack: As I mentioned earlier, Josh has been doing research on the Salem Witch Hunt for years and has built a wonderful Facebook community on the Facebook page, Salem Witch Hunt. If you're not following, following that would be helpful to us. We are offering a new subscription. We're really excited that we reached [00:49:00] that level of Facebooking. That's great for a nonprofit, and it's because of our listeners and followers. And the subscription, it's available now, andthose subscribers are gonna get something exclusive from us. If you go to Facebook, and you click on the subscribe, you'll learn what special thing we're gonna be doing for our subscribers. So that's a fun one if you're on Facebook. 
Sarah Jack: Also, if you're interested in being a sponsor, if your company or your family just wants to say, "I want to sponsor an episode a month," or, "I want to sponsor an event you're going to have," you can do that.
Josh Hutchinson: If you have grant writing experience, we definitely are looking to apply for a couple grants right now. So please email us at info@endwitchhunts.org.
Sarah Jack: If you like to make a purchase and get something for your donation or giving, we have that option for you, too. We have a bookshop online. It's [00:50:00] bookshop.org/endwitchhunts. We've got a huge, great selection of witchcraft, witch hunt history books there for you. But you can actually go to our bookshop, and then go in and do a search on books by any book. If you wanna buy a recipe book or a gardening book or a novel, if you do that through our bookshop, we do get a percentage of that back to the nonprofit. And so that's a great way. 
Sarah Jack: You can also go to our Zazzle shop, which is zazzle.com. We have podcast and witch hunt themed T-shirts and mugs, and things like that. Our buttons are in our Zazzle shop, so if you wanna have one of our project buttons, they're just a couple bucks, but that also supports our work. Here's the Connecticut Exoneration Project button. Here's the Massachusetts Witch Hunt Justice Project button. Those are in our Zazzle shop. We could also use a volunteer to help us create some more merchandise for our Zazzle shop. 
Sarah Jack: There's, it's endless how you can step up and [00:51:00] help us with your own interests. 
Josh Hutchinson: And one quick and simple way that anybody anywhere can support us without spending a dime is to go to change.org/witchtrials and sign our petition. We're looking to exonerate eight individuals who were convicted of witchcraft in Boston, Massachusetts in the years before the Salem Witch Trials.
Josh Hutchinson: And you can help us with that by signing the petition. Again, it's change.org/witchtrials
Josh Hutchinson: ​Thank you so much for joining us today. We'll continue to follow witchcraft accusations across four centuries and around the worldand tell you about the real people caught inside them, from the courtrooms of 1692 to the headlines of this morning, with many, many more episodes to come.
Sarah Jack: You, our listeners, please keep talking about witch hunts with your circle of influence. [00:52:00] Also, we need you as a volunteer. Come work with us on our projects.
Josh Hutchinson: And thank you so much to everybody who has helped us with the project and who is working with us right now. And for everybody, have a great today and a beautiful tomorrow. 
